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IN THE CLAIMS 



Please cancel claims 6, 14, and 10 without admission and without 



prejudice. 



riftati version of each replacement claim 



Please substitute the following claims for the pending claims of the same 



numhers: 



1 . (Amended) A backup and retrieval system for a network computing 



system, the network computing system comprising a plurality of groups of network 
devices storing data, the backup and retrieval system comprising: 
at least two backup cells each comprismg: 

a backup device executing a backup of the data stored on at least one of 
the plurality of groups of network devices; 

a management component, communicatively coupled to the at least one 
backup device, controlling the backup of the data to the backup device; and 

each of the plurality of backup cells commimicatively coupled to at least 
one other of the plurality of backup cells, and each of the plurality of backup cells 
adaptable to be controlled by a management component in another of the plurality of 
backup cells. 

4. (Amended) A backup and retrieval system for a network computing 
system, the network computing system comprismg a first group of network devices 
storing data, the baclcup and retrieval system comprising: 



2 

Received from < 21289S2900 > at 6/2/03 5:39:54 PM [Eastern Da^ight Time] 



p6/02/() 3 17:36 FAX 2 1 289529 00 ^^ BROWN RAYSMAN ET AL 121004/012 

ATTORKEY DOCKET NO. 4982/5 
PATENT 

a first backup cell comprising: 

at least one backup device executing a backup of the data stored on 
the first group of network devices; 

a first manager component, communicatively coupled to the at 
least one backup device, controlling the backup of the data to the at least one 
backup device; 

a second backup cell communicatively coupled to the first backup cell, the 
second backup cell comprising: 

a second manager component; and 

the second manager component directly controlling the backup of 
the data to the at least one backup device, 

1 

10. (Amended) A backup and retrieval system for a network computing 
system, the network computing system comprising a first group of network devices 
containing data, the network computing system fiirther comprising a first network device, 

the backup and retrieval system comprising: | 

I 

at least one backup device executing backup functions for the data 

contained on the first group of network devices; ! 

i 

a first manager component executing on the first network device, 

I 
I 

coromxinicatively coupled to the at least one backup device, Controlling the backup of the 
data to the at least one backup device; and 
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a second manager component, communicatively coupled to the first 
network device, the second manager component directly controlling the hackup of the 
data to the at least one backup device. 



16. (Amended) A backup and retrieval system for a network computing 
system, the network computing system comprising a first group of network devices 
containing data, the backup and retrieval system comprising: 

at least one backup device executing backup functions for the data 
contained on the first group of network devices; 

a first network device, communicatively coupled to the at least one backup 
device, controlling the backup of the data contained on the first group of network devices 
to the at least one backup device; and 

a second network device, communicatively coupled to the first network 
device, the second network device directly controlling the backup of the data to the at 
least one backup device. 

Version with markings to show changes made 

L (Amended) A backup and retrieval system for a network computing 
system, the network computing system comprising a plurality of groups of network 
devices storing data, the backup and retrieval system comprising: 

[a plurality of] at least two backup cells each comprising: 

a backup device executing a backup of the data stored on at least one of 
the plurality of groups of network devices; 
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a management component, communicatively coupled to the at least one 
backup device, controlling the backup of the data to the backup device; and 

each of Hie plijrality of backup cells communicatively coupled to at least 
one other of the plurality of backup cells, and each of the plurality of backup cells 
adaptable to be controlled by a management component in another of the plurality of 
backup cells. 

4. (Amended) A backup and retrieval system for a network computing 
system, the network computing system comprising a first group of network devices 

storing data, the backup and retrieval system comprising: 

I 

a first backup cell comprising: 

at least one backup device executing a backup of the data stored on 
the first group of network devices; 

a first manager component, communicatively coupled to the at 
least one backup device, controlling the backup of the data to the at least one 
backup device; 

a second backup cell communicatively coupled to the first backup cell, the 

second backup cell comprising: 

I 

a second manager component; aad 

the second manager component directly controlling the backup of 
the data to the at least one backup device. 
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10. (Amended) A backup and retrieval system for a network computing 
system, the network computing system comprising a first group of network devices 
containing data, the network computing system fiirther comprising a first network device, 

j 

the backup and retrieval system comprising: 

at least one batkup device executing backup functions for the data 
contained on the first group of network devices; 

a first manager component executing on the first network device, 
communicatively coupled to the at least one backup device, controlling the backup of the 
data to the at least one backujp device; and 

a second manager component, communicatively coupled to the first 
netvirork device, the second manager component djrectlv controlling the backup of the 

data to the at least one backup device. 

j 

16, (Amendeii) A backup and retrieval system for a network computing 
system, the network computing system comprising a first group of network devices 

containing data, the backup and retrieval system comprising: 

i 

at least one backup device executing backup functions for the data 
contained on the first group of network devices; 

a first networli: device^ communicatively coupled to the at least one backup 

device, controlling the backup of the data contained on the first group of network devices 

I 

to the at least one backup deWce; and 
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